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Neumoquiste vertebral

Vertebral pneumatocyst

Rowena Hammond', Carlos Carrasco’

Mujer de 57 afios, acudié por despistaje por el antecedente familiar de madre y hermana fallecidas por neoplasia
maligna hepatica. La tomografia computarizada mostro quistes hepaticos simples y una imagen quistica neumatizada
en cuerpo vertebral lumbar, sin otra evidencia de lesion vertebral, ni del espacio intervertebral. Los neumoquistes se
encuentran generalmente en el ileon o el sacro, junto a las articulaciones sacroiliacas. Los neumoquistes del cuerpo
vertebral son lesiones benignas que se deben diferenciar de otras lesiones de la columna vertebral que contienen
gas, incluyendo la osteomielitis, osteonecrosis y neoplasia, y de causas postraumatica y postquirargica. La etiologia
y el curso natural de los neumoquistes son poco conocidos, pero el diagndstico es con tomografia computarizada y
resonancia magnética.

A 57-year old woman requested cancer screening due to family history of liver malignancy. Abdominal computed
tomography showed several simple hepatic cysts, and a pneumatized cystic image in the lumbar vertebral body
without additional evidence of spinal or intervertebral space injury. Pneumatocysts are usually found in the ileum
and the sacrum, as well as in the sacroiliac joints. Pneumatocysts located in vertebral bodies are benign lesions
that must be differentiated from other lesions of the spine containing gas, such as osteomyelitis, osteonecrosis,
cancer, and post-traumatic and post-surgical causes. The etiology and natural history of pneumatocysts are poorly
understood. The diagnosis is based on computed tomography and magnetic resonance images.
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